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Binary Opposition and the Exploration of Human Nature in

Shakespearean Tragedy from the Perspective of Logocentrism
KE Xianfei
( Mogilev State University, Mogilev, Belarus)

Abstract: William Shakespeare's tragedies profoundly reveal the inherent complexity and
contradictions of human nature. Rooted in the philosophical tradition of Western logocentrism, his
artistry is characterized by a series of profound binary opposition structures. This study focuses on
the four major tragedies—Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, and Macbeth—systematically analyzing
the struggles and imbalances of characters within opposing categories such as desire and reason,
ideal and reality, good and evil, and strength and weakness. The research argues that
Shakespeare's tragedies are not merely lamentations of individual fate but also artistic
representations of the rediscovery and reconsideration of "humanity" during the late Renaissance
transition from a "divine-centric" to a "human-centric" humanist ideology. By combining close
reading with a philosophical perspective, this paper aims to elucidate how Shakespeare employs
the dramatic tension of binary oppositions to illuminate the radiance and limitations of human
nature, while exploring its implications for contemporary understandings of humanity.

Keywords: Shakespearean tragedy; binary opposition; logocentrism; exploration of human nature;
humanism
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